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from every quarter, shed a becoming lustre on the
throne of the ruling sovereign.
"Again, I have seen rulers who, instead of succeeding
to the crown in turn according to lineal descent, prefer
to put the cart before the horse, and by means of the
wholesale slaughter of their kinsmen to secure for
themselves a sovereignty of violence. For their
excesses of bloodshed, tyranny, and cruelty they
experience even in this world the retribution of divine
vengeance. By arrows and crossbolts, in many a war-
like encounter and many a hostile inroad, they die
unnatural deaths, and await in another world the ever-
lasting punishment of the torments of Gehenna.
Neither to their sons nor grandsons, nor yet to any
other relation, do they bequeath what they have won by
foul means, and held by fouler; their rule is throughout
marked by unprincipled transgressions. The kings of
France, on the other hand, invariably attain to their
father's realm by the natural right of hereditary
succession; they are in the highest degree moderate,
respectful, and lenient towards iiheir subjects; they
avoid cruelty and outrage in their government. There-
fore it is, that in their long reigns of undisturbed
prosperity, God, Who even in this world sometimes
bestows some recognition on good deserts, grants them
from day to day increase of honour in ever fuller
measure, and when at length the course of this temporal
life is run, they die a blessed death, and handing on to
their sons and heirs their realms in happy succession,
they receive in heaven the everlasting reward of their
own godly and righteous government.
"Again, some rulers, as a sign of high spirit, have a